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Synopsis

Whether one things of him as dashing cavalier or shameless horse thief, it is impossible not to
regard John Hunt Morgan as a fascinating figure of the Civil War. He collected his Raiders at first
from the prominent families of Kentucky, though later the exploits of the group were to attract a less
elite class of recruits. Morgan was able to lead these men into the most dangerous adventures by
convincing them that the honor of the South was at stake; yet he did not always succeed in
appealing to that sense of honor when temptations of easy theft drew the Raiders from military
objectives to wanton pillage.In John Hunt Morgan and his Raiders, Edison H. Thomas gives us a
balanced view of these controversial men and their raids. In a fast-paced narrative he follows the
cavalry unit for the evening the first group set out from Lexington to join the Confederate forces until
the morning of Morgan’s death in Greeneville, Tennessee. Basil Duke, St. Leger Grenfell, Lightning
Ellsworth, and the beautiful Martha Ready all receive their due, and the truly remarkable story of the
Raiders’ newspaper is told.A special contribution is the insight this account offers into the disruption
of rail communications carried out with such enthusiasm by Morgan and his men. Thomas’ study of
the railroad records of the period has enabled him to present this part of the Raiders’ story with rare

detail and understanding.
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Customer Reviews

Details details.. | wish this book had more of them. | was a bit disappointed in getting this hardcover
to see that | could read it in a couple of days. The pages go by fast as they cover Morgan’s daring

raids throughout Kentucky and the north. | was hoping to get more information than the quick



coverage of the events that Morgan and his raiders went through. | would have liked to get some
insight from his companions in the field and also from his enemy. This book seems to summarize
Morgan and probably isn’t the best when it comes to dates and details. It is important to suggest this
book for anyone looking to read about a different Confederate cavalry commander instead of Mosby
or Stuart that doesn’t want to get into serious details. Perhaps this book exemplifies Morgan himself.

It was short and fast. Morgan started his command quickly and finished quickly.

GREAT BOOK! HARD TO PUT DOWN! Covers the "Thunderbolt of the Confederacy" John Hunt
Morgan from Tompkinsville, KY to Greeneville, TN. This little book has more in it than a 800 page
novel. If you are interested in Morgan’s Raids or Civil War activity in the Kentucky - Tennessee
area, this is a MUST READ!

I've read lots of books on Gen. Morgan and | must say, this was a pleasure Indeed. The book came

fast and clean too the house. a real treat

My great grand father rode for Capt. John Hunt Morgan. Bought the book to learn more.
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